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able to live and be listened to! Our safety is now only in a
legitimate aristocracy, I mean by that, a majority that is com-
posed of more than mere numbers.

If they had been more enlightened, if there had been in Paris
more people acquainted with history, we should not have had
to endure Gambetta, nor Prussia, nor the Commune. What did
the Catholics do to meet a great danger? They crossed them-
selves while consigning themselves to God and to the saints.
We, however, who are advanced, we are going to cry out, "Long
live the Republic!" while recalling what happened in '92; and
there was no doubt of its success, observe that. The Prussian
existed no longer, they embraced one another with joy and
restrained themselves from running to the defiles of the Ar-
gonne where there are defiles no longer; never mind, that is
according to tradition. I have a friend in Rouen who proposed
to a club the manufacture of lances to fight against the breech-
loaders !

Ah! it would have been more practical to keep Badinguet, in
order to send him to the galleys once peace was made! Austria
did not have a revolution after Sadowa, nor Italy after Novara,
nor Russia after Sebastopol! But the good French hasten to
demolish their house as soon as the chimney has caught fire.

Well, I must tell you an atrocious idea; I am afraid that the                   : I

destruction of the Vendome column is sowing the seeds of a
third Empire! Who knows if in twenty or in forty years, a
grandson of Jerome will not be our master?

For the moment Paris is completely epileptic. A result of
the congestion caused by the siege. France, on the whole, has
lived for several years in an extraordinary mental state. The
success of la Lanterne and Troppman have been very evident
symptoms of it. That folly is the result of too great imbecility,
and that imbecility comes from too much bluffing, for because
of lying they had become idiotic. They had lost all notion of
right and wrong, of beautiful and ugly. Recall the criticism
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